How Far Is Far Enough To Site Your Burnbox?

A Year 2000 Health Study looked briefly at how far a solid waste facility should be sited from
houses, so that people weren't bothered by its odors. The Table below lists how many people
were bothered, and at what distance their houses were from their dump.

Taking into account the usual wind direction, and other factors, it turned out that the more
frequently wastes were burned, the longer the minimum distance was that people had to live to
not be bothered by dump odors/smoke. Looking at the last row, even if you locate your facility
8,000 ft away, if you plan on burning wastes frequently, you could still expect about 20 percent
of residents to be bothered a lot. You also need to think about how bad the smoke is.

The thing is, the second Village (shown in the second row) only burned their wastes every few
weeks. But when they burned, there was a lot of waste buildup, and the burn would last for a
couple of days with heavy black smoke. So even though it didn't happen often, 70 percent of
residents were bothered at least a little by the dump. When you burn regularly, there is less
smoke, the fire can be more controlled, and you can be more careful about what you're
burning because you can pick out big plastics and batteries.

These results are for uncontrolled, unseparated waste burning. While the results probably
would be similar for burnboxes, it is likely they would be different for an EPA Regulation-
compliant incinerator. If run properly, EPA-compliant incinerators produce odors that are much
less noticeable (more importantly, the emissions are generally not harmful). Of
course...incinerators are very, very expensive and are hard fo run in a small community!

Percent of residents who were living at a given distance from their Village dump, or further,
and who were bothered by dump odors/smoke.

Wiastes are At adizstance of: Bothered somewhat EBothered a lot

burned™:

Mlever 2,500 ft ok 49,

Every 2-3 weeks 3.000 ft 70% 199
5 & days per week 5,000 ft 16% 21%

A R .
izeng rally, uncont ained, unseparoted wostes were burned in on uncontrolled manner.
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Is the New Location Right?

Worksheet to determine the appropriateness of a potential facility location:

Consideration MNew Location

fa | Unclear | Yes

Iz the site far enough from fown so that odors or smoke are
tiot a problem?

Iz the site far enough from any future development that might
take placs?

Iz the site far enough from an airport (fnust be at least 5,000
ft. and 10,000t for ajet runay)

Iz the site far enough from the wat er intake and traditional
drinking water sources?

Bioes the lond reed to be uzed for awthing else (it s0, could
both projects work there)?

Does the locd ion make sense interms of corwenience, traffic
for the most people possible?

Wiould the location affect migration pat terns of wildlite (g.q9.
car ibou?)

Wiould the community feel they needed to change subsiztence
pract ices?

Iz the location downst ream of important fizhing berry
gat heringhurit ing grounds as much as possible?

Loes the community support the rew locat ion?

Wi ll const ruct ioh at the site or along the access road affect
wildlife or mportant land?

Has the old location been considered? The lard iz already
impacted {and probably contanmina ed). and an aceess way
already exists .

For burnboxes, is the site corvenient to durmp ash and does it
work for the type of burnbox you have? (2.4, some burnboxes
fieed tobe sited at the top of an ash pit totip the ash oot
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